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Gr o wil

by Cecilia Aronsson
KED Network Director

ng

In Sweden, the winter is long this year. It
takes grit to endure the snowy pavements,
cold temperatures and lack of spring
sunlight. Luckily, we get plenty of grit from
the KED Program to keep us going. We all
have goals for ourselves, shetgrm and
long-term, that require a lot of work
difficult, repetitive and personally
challenging work. Through hard work,
perseverance and ambition, we eventually
reach goals higher than we thought possible.
Powered by gritz a skill that KED schools
invite students topractice daily by accepting
challenging goals, persistg and trying
again. And again.

We are not alone in embracing the virtue of
grit. It is one of the hottest trends these days,
especially the idea that grit can be nourished
in people by factors in the environment. A

school can be the [

perfect greenhouse

for grit, says Torkel

Klingberg,

Professor of I

cognitive

neuroscience and J
I

specialist in
AEE]I AOAT 80
development at the
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Karolinska Institute
in Sweden.

When the winter seems endless, it is
comforting to know that we are working in
the grit greenhouse.

cecilia.aronsson@kunskapsskolan.com
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A Year Abroad in NYC: An Interview with Swedish
KED Student Rut

by DJ Hartigan
Tutor Corps Director, KED Inspired Great Oaks Charter School, NYC

Rut is in Year 6 at KED Inspired Great Oaks we thought it could be a great ogptunity. here long enoughd really say | dislike
Charter School, NYC. Before movingtoNew 7 A8 OA Al xAUO 1 EEAA OE Aanythings(othemadtheAddE | likelhdving: A
York City, Rut studied at the Swedish KED wanted to get the full NYC experience. We the chance to try new things.
school Kunskapsskolan Krokslatt in plan to return to Sweden in late June.
Gothenburg. Q: How is the school system, the culture, the
Q: What do you like the most about living in set of traditions and values, different in the
Question: What brings you and yotiamily NYC? What do you like the least? US than it is in Sweden?
to NYC?
A: There is something always happening in A: Many schools are different in tHdS and it
Answerd ) 61 EAOA xEOE I U NXE inBwederAlivedr alsmall place that depends on where you are. In Sweden | first
i1 h AAAR AT A UT OT CAO\TAAGIT GBER 8O A7 A8 GA O 1 /£ afiehdedd régalar (n&KED) BchddlAdut O E A (
visited NYC before and we really love the always a lot of traffic, a lot of people, a lot of then | wanted to try something different so |

city. When we saw on the KED website that different kinds of people. You can find every went for a KED school. In the regular school
they have a school they partner with in NYC,  kind of personhergEO8 O AT 11 8 ) pedpld ddred/éy simflah but at
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Kunskapsskolan Krokslatt people had
different cultures. It seems that way here
OliTh EOGBO A 110 11 OA
you get to experience other religions and
belief systems. The coaching and logbooks
work similar tere to how they work in
Sweden.

Q: In what ways are you able to owwour
learning? How do you take responsibility for
your learning?

A: |l use my logbook a lot. I love it and | think
EOG8O 1T TA 1T &£ OEA AAOGO
write down my homework and my
assignmentg it makes school so much
easier. After every lessol update it. | know
what | should do when | get home and | use
my time in school to get my work done. To
succeed in a school like this you need to take
OAOPI 1 OEAEI EOUS
personal responsibility, it can be hard. In
Math and Englig, | have the potential to

earn Platinum, Gold, Silver, and Bronze. The
teacher helps me work at the level | am
capable of. In Health and Social Studies
everyone works on the same thing. This can
AA EAOA & O
for very longang & |
Q: What motivates you to work hard? Is it

different than what motivated you to work
hard at your Swedish school?

yAE UT O AT180 EAOA A

A:)
COAAAO AT180

3

OFEON (o CBEx AGOM A RAgl A TOE

| tHad fedede gjadek, Bitk Aam@varking a A A A de@@dilanguage. This is important to me.

bit harder. | am motivated to get good
grades because | want to have a good future.
| want to do as well as | can in every subject
because | want to do the best | am capable
of.

Everyone is very good at explaining things to
me. | feel safe with them and | feel good

being here. | know how teachers teach the

KED way and | know how to set goals in this

£l Ol Ads )61 Cci1 AA ) AEI

Q7EAO AiI A0 OEA A@bOAO @HHale yod sevailife)Gbal?BMEAD elydu

mean to you?

A)O T AEAO T A EAAI
you can work on the stuff that is important
and challenging for you. The teachers want
to make it a great experience for you. All the
teachers really enjoy their work. This is
important to me. The coaching is very
important too.

170
Q: How do you see your classmates

responding to the KED Inspired philosophy of

education at Great Oaks?

A: | see them using their logbooks and
participating in coaching sessions. | think

i A AAAAOOANSY enipyA §RHagitds agod iRitherg i ¢ A
716 A0 000y bpgayse iind make things

much easier for them eventually.

Q: What is your relationship like with your
teachers and coaches at Great Oaks?

Ci T Aah)
Qéetihique TheKED Dfem G Grdat H@eAdGO A Wrige stpriestAOA O OET AA )

(=

interested in pursuing as a career?

x OEOAO
O00A

E<OI @ ADTCTAA A

written a lot of stories in Swedish. | love to
AOAAOA8 ) ET OOT Al Alild
going to be fun to read everything when |

grow older. It will also help me to remember

the experience here.

Q: What other goals do you have for this
year?

A: 1 want to be less shy. | can easily be zhy
less so when | was in Sweden but now that |
speak in English | can get nervous when
talking with my friends and teachers. It can
be difficult to explain myself but | am trying

iu AAOGO8 1/ GAOAT 1 h EOBO
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The Perfect Environment for Student Progre ss

by John Wright

Director of Inclusion, Head of Year 11, Shevington High School

| have just returned from a fantastic visit to
Sweden. Anna Hallgren along with her
colleagues at Kunskapsskolan Uppsala Norra
gave me the warmest of welcomes on a
frozen, snowy wek. Anna was a brilliant

host and gave me a great insight inthe
Swedish Education System.

It was an absolute pleasure to meet the
students, who have such a mature and
forward-thinking approach to their pesonal
and academic development.

During my weelat Kunskapsskolan Uppsala
Norra, | had the opportunity to observe and
take an active role in many lessons, study
workshops and personal coaching sessions,
where | could get a valuable insight into how
coaching has empowered students to be the
driving forcein meeting their own potential.

It was amazing to listen to the students
discuss their progress in their coaching
sessions. The most striking and refreshing
aspect of these sessions is how independent
and resilient the students are, when it comes
to organizing and discussing their work. The
close relationships they have built with their
teachers was key, allowing students to

identify solutions to their own baiers to
learning and progress.

The use of their student logbook is an
effective way to evidencehat had been
discussed in coaching sessions and keep
action points moving forwards.

The study workshops were an incredible
demonstration of personalized, independent
learning. The students were fully engaged in
their learning tasks and when studentgidi
encounter problems, they would use
research, as well as ask their fellow
classnates to find the best solution.

The classes had a positive working
atmosphere, students were fully focused on
the tasks in hand and there was a real thirst
for learning in tle classroom.

) xAO AT AUAA AU OEA OGRHA

motivation. Many students, particularly in
Year 9, had a clear plan of what they wanted
to do in their future, after they had finished
their exams in the summer, many thinking of
attending colleges ad universities.

The teachers aKunskapsskolan Uppsala
Norra put the needs of their students first.
Every teacher had established outstanding
relationships with their students. As a result,
the children trust their teachers. The
relationships between teehers and students
are key wien setting and reviewing goals.

As the Director of Inclusion and Head of Year
11 at Shevington High School, I fully intend
on sharing my experiences in Sweden with
my Year 11 students, emphasizing how
motivation and resiliencare key personal
attributes that can lead to augcessful final
year at school.

It was a thoroughly enjoyable week. |
enjoyed watching how highly motivated and
independent the students of Kunskapsskolan
Uppsala Norra were and how dedicated they
were tp nake the greatest possible rogress
A bcPHada ok, Gdodibent A1 A
atmosphere which | believe is the perfect
environment to ensure that students make
the greatest amount of personal and
academic progress.
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Kunskapsskolan Gaining Power in Saudi Arabia

by Cecilia Aronsson
KED Network Director

CEO and President of Kunskapsskolan
Education Cecilia Gaefeldt recently visited
Nun Academy Kunskapsskolan Jeddah and
addressed the teaching staff on our shared
vision to personalize learning for each
student throughout the global KED Network.

| asked Cecilia a few questions about her
experience in Saudi Abga from a KED
perspective.

Question: How many students go to
Kunskapsskolan Jeddah, and which grades
are active?

Answer: Currently, 170 students are enrolled
covering six grades from Nurseryz@year
olds) to Year 3 ¢B-year-olds). This is almost
the maximum capacity ithe temporary
school building.

Q: The school system, culture and traditions
are very different in Saudi Arabia compared
to other countries in the KED Network. How
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the KED Program?

A: School systems are different everywhere. |
strongly believe, however, that the core of
the KED Program can be used everywhere.
Regardless of location, students receive a
personalized education. Our school in Saudi
is bilingual, teaching in Arabic as well as in
English. The school is providing a glocal
(global and local) experience as it combines
an international exam system (IGCSE) with
Arabic and Islamic studies. This is
appreciated by many families looking for a
global approach without losing their national
heritage.

Q: What is your strongest impression of
Kunskapsskolan Jeddah?

A: Meeting these young students and getting
an insight into how they can set their own
goals. Students taking ownership of their
learning is always what impress me the
most in our schools.

OEA OA EJ: WHatta® thd ek impo@dit stods forx T O E

Kunskapsskolan in Saudrabia?

A: Moving into the permanent purposbuilt
school building that is now being
constructed. It will have a full capacity of
more than 2,000 studets from Nursery to
High school.

Yassir Butt will take over the role of COO for
Kunskapsskolan in SauArabia after

summer, when Johan Beckmann returns to
Sweden after his successful leadership of the
establishment of the first Saudi KED school.
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What We Learn from |
Exploring the KED

Networ K : A

Perspective

by David Rabesjo
Principal Kunskapsgymnasiet Norrképing

I am the Head of Kunskapsgymnasiet
Norrkdping, an Upper Secondary KED school
in Sweden. During eight hectic days in
February, | got the chance to visit India
together with tenstudents and five teachers

from Swedish Upper Secondary KED schools.

The purpose was to experience another part
of the KED world. Additionally, our students
got the possibility to conduct research as
part of their diploma projects. We were all
excited as w left Sweda on an early
Saturday morning.

As expected, India

offered many fantastic experiences such as
all sorts of horns sounding in traffic, tasty

and spicy food, as well as the friendly people
with a courteous approach. India is a versatile
countrywith extra everything.

Throughout the week, two thoughts struck
me; India is a country that is changing and
developing quickly, and education is a
powerful tool to enable these changes.

| have visited a rather large number of
countries, but India is thenly place where |
have come across such a diverse mixture of
vehicles on the road. People pulling simple
carriages, mopeds, buses sharing the
compact traffic with newly manufactured
Tesla cars. This is also a reflection of the

Pr i

Al 01 6ous O OTAL.nH..
situation, of which we got a glimpse when
spending many hours travelling through
different areas by bus. Grand detached
houses with a modern, minimalistic design
watched by uniformed security guards,

T EA

There is also a well

developed health care system providing
welfare, andcommitted teacherswho
contribute tofuture generations in schools.

OAOAI Al ET ¢ # Al EA& Ol E A AOOUYIAI IR fhe tRq KED ShogiHE A O 8

In the same cityBangladeshi guest workers
living in the simplest conditions. Their
accommodation consists of brick walls and a
roof of corrugated iron. This construction can
easily be dismantled and
moved to another part of
Delhi if necessary. These
workers help buildingome
of the thousands of
concrete buildings that
emerge in the suburbs. My
first thought was that
YT AEABO AAOOA
despite being abolished a
long time
ago, still
exists and
determines
who you are
and what you
can become
in life. It may
of course
haveto do
with the fact that India has
strong economic growth and
is driven by the market
economy.

Despite the great economic
inequalities, it is satisfying to
see figures describing that
most children in India receive
education and learn how to
read and wite. To me, this
proves that education is the
foundation of a good life and
a prosperous society. In
India, engineers are building
houses and roads at a pace
that makes Swedes envious.

Gurgaon, and the noigovernmental
organization Pratham Education, we met
pupils who dream of changing and improving
Indian society. Apparently, #re is strong
commitment to the creation of the new

India. This can be achieved with the help of
quality education, and this iwhere the KED
Program comes in.

The realization that our schools make a
difference is a precious souvenir that | bring
home fram India.

OUOOAI h



